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athletics, volleyball, cricket, carom, table-tennis, badminton, football, 
throw ball and karate. Our school, for the first time ever, had participated 
in an inter school sports event. The categories of participation were 
athletics, table-tennis, karate and cricket. The children excelled in all of 
them bagging 9 medals in all, 4 gold medals in karate and table tennis 
and athletics (800m and 200m) each, 2 silver medals in athletics and 3 
bronze medals in athletics and karate. Our school became the runner 
–up team in athletics.–up team in athletics.

Inter School Cultural 
Competition, Auxi 
Aura, where our 
school had put up a 
spirited show to bag 
the 4th position. The 
categories like street 

in the community. The 
biggest reward how- 
ever, is seeing the 
smiles on the faces of 
the less privileged and 
knowing that we have 
nourished another life.

play and unconventional orchestra had been the most interesting. Their 
efforts were appreciated by the judges and the audience as well. 
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FROM THE MISSION STATIONS

St. Claret parish at Bizrail is celebrating its Silver Jubilee.  As the saying 
goes, “The blood of the martyrs is the seed for the growth of Church”, Fr 
Packianathan’s sacrifice of his life was the origin of this mission which is 
celebrating its 25th anniversary this year.
We the missionaries and the faithful at Bizrail Mission are indeed glad to 
express our heartfelt gratitude to God for showering abundant graces on 
us for the past 25 years. We joyfully remember all the blessings received 

from the Lord, in particular the beautiful parish church building that is 
nearing completion.  This is definitely the Jubilee gift from God. The 
missionaries had a humble beginning in the year 1995; the community 
has had a slow and steady growth with lots of  ups and downs due to its 
geographical and social conditions. It consists of 17 villages namely, 
Bishrail, Batol, Cinathpur, Kududbari, Sahanali, Nandanpur, Tholahar, 
Ratanpur, Radhanagar, Ditol, Anaharpara, Kanipukur, Sibdangi,



Dangapara, Khosalpur, Sonsabad and Baptol. Most of the people here 
are Santhal Tribals with a few Mahali and Oraon families. I am deeply 
drawn into the pool of joy of being missionary at present in this parish. We 
are engaged in spreading the Word of God through different means like 
retreats, BCC meetings, seminars etc.. We experience the guiding 
presence of God always in our life and ministry. Our people are slowly 
maturing in Christian faith and becoming a participatory church.
AsAs Claretians we focus on the spiritual needs of the people. Regular 
Sunday Eucharist at all Mass centers, other sacramental celebrations, 
seminars and conferences to different groups like youth, women, 
catechists, children, couples etc. are going on. The service of St. Claret   
School also has contributed a lot for the education of our children. The 
catechists have played important role in shaping the faith of the people. 
The presence of the Sisters of the Queen of the Apostles Congregation in 
the parish is very helpful. The hard work and commitment of the former 
parish priests has contributed a lot for the growth of this parish. Our 
people are farmers and they are generally poor. They are not always 
available for programs and celebrations because of the nature of their 
work.work. We are trying our best to get their collaboration and participation   

to build up a vibrant church here. The diocesan bishop and the priests 
are very friendly and helpful in many ways. This year we are arranging 
special programs to mark the silver Jubilee. We have conducted a few 
seminars on the recent Papal encyclicals to different groups which were 
well attended. We have a few more programs to be accomplished and the 
most important of them would be the inauguration of the parish church 
which is scheduled to take place in February.           Fr. Martin Soren, CMF

House visiting helps us to know the reality of the families. People love such 
visits as God's own visit and are motivated to be faithful to the church. It is 
an opportunity for the missionaries to pray for the house.

The prophetic role of SSC today is active witness of faith and building up the 
body of Christ in their own places. We have trained one special group for the 
SSC prayer service which helps the faithful to understand the word of God 
and live accordingly. The word of God teaches them to purify their values. 
SSC prayer service is arranged in all the villages. This year eleven 
members from our parish participated in the SSC National Hindi Convention 
on 25-27 of October 2019.

Tuition class for the children is one of the best ways and means to motivate the 
children. In our contexts in the schools classes are not taken properly. In our 
tuition center we clarify the students’ doubts and teach the lessons properly. Our 
daily tuition classes are well appreciated by the people.  Fr. Ajit Kullu, CMF.

Our missionaries are involved in different activities such as strengthening 
the catholic faithful through regular Sunday and weekly Eucharistic 
celebrations in different villages, house visits, alternative SSC prayer 
service in different villages and conducting English coaching for the 
neighboring children.

Claretian Missionaries
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Every Sunday we have the Eucharistic celebration in the main center and 
people show interest in coming together. Through these we share our joy 
and faith with the Parishioners. Preaching the Word of God, sacrament 

of reconciliation and devotion to the 
Eucharist give abundance of 
spiritual blessings and strength for 
our people. Those who are from           
far flung areas have village 
Eucharist every 2nd and 4th week. 
Villages are given Masses on 
Special days.Special days.
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day celebration. It was a great learning experience for them.
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Knowing the situation Fr. Siby, CMF from Barwadhi arranged for Mary’s 
Meal for our children. It was inaugurated by the village Mukhiya Mrs. 
Sabita Tudu in the presence of Dumka Mary’s Meal Co-ordinater Mr. Jetha 
Marandi. We extend our special thanks to Fr. Siby.

like cultural dance race and the intellectual game race tug of war, etc. in 
which many students participated My sincere thanks to all the teachers and 
staff and the community members.

In our neighbouring village called Chhotto Gondapal lives an old woman, 
Mrs. Baha Mandi, aged 85, rich Santhal lady, non-Christian, is filled with 
Christ values and missionary in nature. Though she is old, she stays 
alone in her big house. She has a well and a pond always with water even 
in the summer. She is generous enough to provide water for our drinking 
and daily uses of our mission. Looking at her generous work neighbours 
and villagers became jealous as well as angry and they have objected 
andand forced her not to provide water for us. Her response to them always 
was “I have received freely and I will give freely, I will not take money from 
them… my desire is children must get their education…  Ashram should 
not suffer and be closed down because of lack of water. I see in Ashram 
- a great hope for our people. So Ashram has to grow.” 

A Good Samaritan at the time of need and mother of Claret Ashram Sahari, 
Mrs. Baha Mandi has shown great love and concern for our children. My 
regular weekly visit makes her happy and always the one question she 
asks is, about the children, about their health, about water whether we 
have sufficient or not? We are living in a place where there is not even a 
single Christian but this mother is filled with Christian charity.
We have received water for drinking and for constructions, tractors of good 
mud for the cultivation, bamboos, mangos, jackfruits, plantain and what not 
everything freely for the Ashram from her. I honour and praise her great act 
of sacrifice for the mission. I thank God for giving us a generous mother to 
support us where we are still seen sceptically by others.

Claretian Missionaries
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Claretian Year
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On 9th Dec. 2019, on the feast day of the Immaculate Conception a new 
mission in the diocese of Mymensingh in Bangladesh was opened by the 
Kolkata Claretians. It is the 69th country newly added in the Claretian 
world map. This newly erected parish called “Gazirvita” is bifurcated from 
the mother parish of Biroi Dakuni. 

The inaugural Mass began at 10.30 am after a traditional ceremonial 
welcome given by the people to all the dignitaries. There were about 
1500 participants including the diocesan and religious priests, sisters, 
representatives of the Church of Bangladesh, the Local Member of the 
Parliament and the Chairman of the local administration. The Holy 
Eucharist was colourful with different Gharo dances and melodious 
singing.

Fr. J. Christu Raja, CMF is appointed as the new parish priest and Fr. 
Gabriel Mankin Sangma, CMF from the North East Delegation as 
assistant parish priest. The bishop, his Excellency Rt. Rev. Ponen Paul 
Kubi D. D. in his homily thanked the Claretians for their missionary zeal to 
collaborate in the ministry of evangelization with his diocese. He 
requested the Claretians to concentrate on two areas, namely, deepening 
the simple faith of the people and to lead them in all round development. 

The new church is named after Mother Mary, i.e. St. Mary’s Church. 
Gazirvita is situated in the extreme North East of the Mymensingh diocese, 
one of its most rural parishes without electricity and other amenities. It is on 
the Indian border of Meghalaya. 95% of the Catholics in this region are 
Gharo tribals and the rest are Bengalis. The parish consists of 13 villages 
with a total number of about 3500 parishioners.

.
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Congratulations and prayerful wishes to the missionaries 
and the people 

Fr. V. Lawrence, CMF, the Major Superior of Kolkata Delegation read out 
the message of Very. Rev. Fr. Mathew Vattamattamin, CMF, the Superior 
General and in his speech thanked the bishop for welcoming the 
Claretians in his diocese and highlighted the importance of charisms 
coming together to make the ministry of evangelization more fruitful. This 
year we are celebrating the golden jubilee of the arrival of the Claretian 
Congregation in India and Gazirvita indeed is jubilee gift of God to the 
ASCLASCLA West Claretians!



Dear Fr. Lawrence,

Fraternal regards from Medellin. I want to greet you together with the General council, the Major Superiors of America and their councils gathered in 
Medellin. We are here to discern together what the Spirit is asking of us in the continent of America in our times. It is a joy for us to know that the 
Delegation of Kolkotta is opening our first mission in Bangladesh in the diocese of Mymensingh on the feast of our blessed Mother. Please greet Mons. 
Ponen Kubi, the bishop of the diocese, priests, religious and the people who grace the occasion with their presence.

InIn the integral ecology of the Church, various charisms have their unique contribution to build up the community of the people of God in shared mission. 
Our presence in the diocese of Mymensingh should enrich the Church in Bangladesh from the gift of our charism. Our Constitutions remind us thus: 
“In the Church we are steadfast helpers of its Shepherds in the ministry of the word, using all means possible to spread the good news of the kingdom 
throughout the world…. In communion with the bishops and under their leadership, we strive to serve in the building up and growth of the Church” (CC 
7).7). The Spirit will bring forth fruits of our charism in the local Church where the Lord is sending us to start a mission.

I congratulate the missionaries who have made themselves available for this new beginning. Dear brothers, the mission is of the Lord and everything 
you do there should be fruit of your deep prayer and collective discernment. Without the Lord at the center, you can do nothing worthwhile. When you 
go about doing what the Lord asks of you, the Lord will work with you and confirm your proclamation of the word by the signs that accompany it (Cf Mk 
16:20).

I commend this new mission to the immaculate heart of Mary who accompanies her sons sent in mission. The intercession of St. Anthony Mary Claret 
and our martyr brothers will be there for you.

God bless you all.

Fr. Mathew Vattamattam CMF 
Superior General

Claretian Missionaries
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The celebration happened within a well-animated and meaningful 
Eucharist in the evening during which the principal celebrant His Grace 
Felix Toppo SJ, the Archbishop of Ranchi Archdiocese highlighted the 
essential call to be faithful to Jesus of Nazareth. He also praised the 
missionary urge of St.Antony Mary Claret and invited the faithful to be 
adherent to his charism.

After the ordination the deacons were felicitated and Fr. Lawrence V, the 
Major Superior of Kolkata proposed a vote of thanks to everyone. He 
expressed his gratitude to the archbishop for his gracious presence. 
.
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FROM THE FORMATION HOUSES



The theme of the course was “Our Body is the Temple of the Holy Spirit” 
having Rev. Sr. Dr. Eileen, OSU, MBBS, MS, Medical Superintendent, 
St.Ursula Hospital, Lohardaga as the resource person.  There was a well 
animated presentation through which the students were trained to take 
care of themselves for their bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit. 
There were question and answer sessions and all were greatly enthused 
to love their bodies which are created to glorify the Lord. These courses 
were also attended by the formees of other religious congregations.were also attended by the formees of other religious congregations.

The theme “Come let’s celebrate ourselves-Know and be Known” was an 
invitation to become spellbound at the marvel of the One, Holy, Catholic, 
Apostolic church. The richness of each charism was shared among us 
that we started wondering at the benevolent Triune God who constantly 
invites us to centre ourselves on Jesus our dear Lord. In his presidential 
address Bishop Theodore said that we need to receive Jesus in order to 
give Jesus to others. This invites us to anchor on Jesus the Lord who is 
thethe source of being in the world. Finally we had a family meal and shared 
the nativity of the Lord by sharing cakes. 

of Leprosy and rehabilitation centre run by Missionaries of Charity, at 
Radharani on 8th December 2019. We had staged a variety of cultural 
programme and had a lively encounter with the afflicted brethren. They 
felt joyful to have our presence with them. Having shared some eatables 
with them we bid good bye to them. It was a thrilling experience for our 
brothers to move among the marginalized ones.

1. There was a session exclusively to get rid of our old assumptions. 
2. The new way of understanding reality from the point of view of 
quantum physics was explained.
3. Understanding our human body from the light of quantum physics was 
specified. 
4.4. Ancient wisdom and health tips were given to lead a hale and healthy 
life sans medicine. 

Claretian Missionaries
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The Eucharistic celebration began at 10.30 am at St. Claret Primary 
School stage. Fr. L. Antony gave the introduction. It was presided over by 
Rt. Rev. Salvadore Lobo, the  Bishop of Baruipur with the concelebrants 
Rt. Rev. Fulgence Aloysius Tigga, the Bishop of Raiganj, Rt. Rev. Cyprian 
Monis, the Bishop of Asansol and Rev. Fr. Zacharias Barla, representative 

Along with them the former Provincials Frs. S. Maria Arul, S. Anselmus,  
A. Raphael Raj, who were the early gardeners of the newly erected 
delegation also were present. Fr. J. A. Santhanam, the Rector of Morning 
Star College, a big number of Claretian priests, brothers and sisters from 
the neighbouring religious communities also participated in the great   

historical event. Followed by the Holy Mass, the dignitaries were 
felicitated and thereafter, the first assembly of the independent delegation 
of Kolkata was moderated by the Superior General himself which 
continued through the following day.

The great event was solemnized by the holy Eucharist, which was 
presided over by Most Rev. Fr. Mathew Vattamattam, our Superior 
General and concelebrated by all major superiors of different organisms 
in India namely Fr. Jacob Arakkal, Province of Bangalore, Fr. Jose 
Thenpillil, Province of St. Thomas, Fr. Jesudoss and his council, Province 
of Chennai, Fr. Pius Thurithiyil, the major superior of the Independent 
delegation of North East, Fr. Rex Constantine, the Delegate Superior of 
SriSri Lanka and  President of ASCLA West, Fr. James Patteryil, Provincial 
econome of German Province, Fr. V. Lawrence, Delegate Superior, 
Kolkata.

.
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NEWS IN BRIEF



of Rev. Fr. V. Selvaraj, the Diocesan administrator of Port Blair and many 
priest. The main celebrants were brought to the altar in a solemn 
procession.

Bishop Salvadore in his homily highlighted the salient features of St. 
Claret's spirituality and appreciated highly the success story of the 

Claretians in India. He said that he was touched by the simple life-style of 
Claretian missionaries in his Diocese.
Soon after the Eucharistic celebration, the students of St. Claret School, 
Barrackpore put up a colorful cultural event and all the bishops and Fr. 
Zacharias gave felicitation messages.  Towards the end of the cultural 
program, Rev Fr. V. Lawrence, CMF, the major superior of Kolkata 
Independent Delegation proposed vote of thanks. He acknowledged 
gratefully the constant support and co-operation received from all the 
Bishops, priests, religious men and women of different congregations 
withwith whom we are working. The Presence of Bishops, Priests and, Nuns, 
and other quests brought a lot of joy to us, which was concluded with a 
fellowship meal.

Claretian Missionaries
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meeting began with the inaugural prayer session organized by Frs. Sunil 
Xaxa, cmf and Jain Charles, cmf. Fr Jini, cmf, the Delegate Econome 
welcomed the gathering. Fr. V. Lawrence, cmf, the Major Superior gave 
the opening note for the meeting. 
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Fr. Jini presented the newly formed Economic Administration Policy. The 
second session was an open sharing and clarifications with the auditor. 

the major superior wished him and gave him the missionary cross as the  
token of love and mandate of a Claretian Missionary in the   presence of 
the council members and the Claret Nivas, Curia and Formation 
communities. We wish him and Fr. Gabriel Mankin Sangma, CMF from 
the Delegation of North East a blessed and fruitful ministry in the new and 
challenging Bangladesh Mission. 

The seminar was organized by Fr. Hendry Omonisaye, CMF, General 
Consulter on the theme, “Biblical inspiration of our life and Ministries as 

listeners and servants of the word”. We were about 40 participants including 
a lay Claretian and Fr. Krystof, a Polish Dehonian Missionary.  The inspiring 
presence of Fr. Alberto Rossa, CMF from China was very helpful. Each 
organism gave a short presentation about its Bible ministry some of them 
were innovative to us. We both presented our Bible ministry in seminaries 
and in our missions which were well appreciated by all.
We had the opportunity to visit a few missions of the St. Joseph Vaz 
Delegation and historical places of the country. The humanitarian services 
done at “Varode” were really touching.  
I was personally blessed by the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Sri Lankan 
national basilica. Both of our participation in the Seminar was well 
appreciated by all. It was our first participation in an international 
congregational program. We came to know many new faces. We discerned 
and deliberated certain concrete action plan for each organism to imple- 
ment in their respective missions as well as to organize interprovincially. I 
am sure the Bible ministry in our organism will pick up speed and 
momentum with this experience. momentum with this experience.  Fr. Michael Raj, CMF

Jan 12 : Priestly Ordination of Dn. Suraj Tete at 6.30 am,   
             Assumption Church, Kusumdegi (Rourkela)
       13: First Mass at 8.00 am Bagburh Girjatola.

Printed for private circulation only.
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 by Delegation Secretary, Claret Nivas Curia, Debpukur, Barrackpore, Sweli Telinipara P.O., Kolkata 121.
Tel: 8145212033, E-mail: secretarykolkatacmf@gmail.com. 

with great enthusiasm. The Claret School, Sahanagar successfully 
bagged the first position. Claret School Bishrail and Claret School 
Barrackpore participated well with their full spirit. The winner teams were 
awarded trophies and medals by Rev. Fr. Lawrence and he gave also a 
meaningful talk on the purpose of the tournament and a few information 
on Rev. Fr. Drinberger.  Stu. Clement Murmu was awarded the Best 
Player and Stu. Bapa Soren the Best Goal Keeper of the Tournament. Fr. 
ArockiasamyArockiasamy and Fr. Antony L arranged all the facilities with the help of 
Claret Nivas brothers. 
Finally, Fr. Peter Johnson, the Prefect of Education ministry thanked the 
Major Superior, his consulters and all the Claret School Principals, the 
fathers who were present and all the Claretine Students who participated 
well. With the final prayer the Inter-School Football tournament was suc-
cessfully completed for the academic year 2019-2020.   Fr. Peter 
Johnon, CMF.

Fr. Michael Raja the president addressed all the sportsmen and inspired 
them to show their talent and sportsmanship. He also encouraged them to 
look at sports as a field of career. All four football teams had participated 

The afternoon session was on the presentation of the economic status of 
different communities. After that, all gathered in the chapel for the Holy 
Eucharistic celebration presided over by Fr. Maria David Antony, CMF, of 
Chennai Province. 
The second day’s program started at 9.00am with a hymn to the Holy 
Spirit. Some of the challenges in economical realm were raised by the 
participants. Fr. David clarified them and in his presentation highlighted on 
the important duties of the Economes. He also insisted on the role of the 
Economes for the self-sufficiency and the growth of the mission. Then Fr. 
Jini presented his final suggestions on Economy and Accounting. The 
Meeting was concluded with Marian Hymn at 4.15 pm.       Fr. Jain 
Charles, CMFCharles, CMF
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